Biology 10,  Laboratory,  Fall 2003
Instr: Dr. Roberta Berlani

Section # 21377, 0 units, F  9:20 am - 12:30 pm
Office:  SM 20A, T 1-2 pm, W 2:30 -4:30 pm 



Text: Bio 10 Laboratory Manual
phone: (408) 741-2563

Lab: SM 21     

email: roberta_berlani@westvalley.edu
                                 


The purpose of this course is to give you "hands-on" experience, and to help you learn Biology through seeing the concepts from lecture put to use in the laboratory.  Along the way you'll learn facts, get some new ideas and viewpoints, and find out that lab is a supportive place to explore!   

Basic requirements: You must pass the lecture AND the laboratory to pass the course. A "bare minimum pass" (the lowest conceivable "D") is usually (but not always) considered to be 55% of the total points.

Absences:  You may miss up to three labs.  Completely missing a lab means that you don't show up, and you don't go to another lab section to make up that week's work, either. Your score for the missed labs will be 0, and that will be averaged in with your whole semester grade.  All your labs count -- I will not "drop" your lowest one.  IF YOU MISS 4 LABS, YOU MAY BE DROPPED FROM THE LAB, AND ALSO THE COURSE.

Punctuality:  Quizzes start at the beginning of the lab period, and you ONLY have 10-15 minutes to do them.  If you arrive late, you won't be able to finish (or even start!) the quiz, and your grade on the quiz will suffer.

Make-ups:  Until further notice, ALL labs are filled, so no lab will have room for you to make up a lab.  If you miss a lab, you will have the option of taking a make-up quiz the following week.  IF you turn in the pre-lab for the lab you missed, and turn it in ahead of time, I will count it.  All you will really miss is the seven points for the actual lab activity, so your grade won't have to suffer.  But remember, it will be harder to do well on the quiz the following week if you haven't done the lab.

Pre-lab:  Each week, get the pre-lab sheet for the following week's lab.  Go through the lab for the coming week, refer to your text, and complete the pre-lab activity.  It's a great way to get all set for the upcoming lab!  The pre-lab activity accounts for three points each week.

Quizzes:  Quiz format will vary, depending on the nature of the material being covered.  Quizzes will begin at the start of the lab period, and count for 15 points.  Quizzes will often be "closed lab" – that is you won't be able to use the hand-in from the previous week.

Lab hand-ins: Some labs will be graded individually, some will get a group grade for your table. At the beginning of each lab, ascertain whether I want each person's, or one from each group. The lab hand-ins count for 7 points each week. Even if one lab is handed in for a group, I expect ALL students in the group to have the full information in their own labs.  How else will you prepare for the quiz?

Returns:  Your graded lab handin will be in the drawer in the anteroom of the lab on Monday or Tuesday afternoon.  You may take your lab (and ONLY your lab!) to study for the following week's quiz. Please don't take them out of the drawer and spread them all over the counter. 

Grading:  Your grade depends on the number of points you accumulate throughout the semester. If you get the most points for our section, you'll get 100%.  If you get 90% of that top grade, then I tell your lecture instructor that you earned a 90.  Remember that lecture is three-quarters of your overall grade, and lab is only one quarter. 

No final exam in lab. Lab will not meet during finals week.

Cheating and plagiarism: Two things of which I take a very dim view.  Copying another person's work, in whole or in part, in order to avoid doing any thinking of your own, will get you a zero.  This goes for prelabs and lab handins.  If I ever find that you have taken answers from anyone else during a quiz, you will receive a zero for that quiz, along with whatever other punishments I am able to hand out. At that point, your best chance is to follow the evacuation procedures to the letter, and then just keep on going.
Tutoring:  Tutoring is available to all WVC students. TUTORIAL SERVICES will be OPEN now through finals week. Call 741-2038, or go to http://www.westvalley.edu/wvc/ss/tutorial/index.html   

Always remember: West Valley College makes reasonable accommodations for persons with documented disabilities. College materials will be available in alternate formats (Braille, audio, electronic format, or large print) upon request. Please contact the Disability and Educational Support Program at (408) 741-2010 (voice) or (408) 741-2658 (TTY) for assistance. 

Safety and evacuation procedures: Never eat, drink, smoke or apply makeup in a lab.  The only exception is for the Nutrition lab, and the lab will be thoroughly cleaned before that week.

If there is a FIRE, you should leave the building, and go to the Emergency Assembly Area in parking lot #2, on the Allandale side of the lot.  Stay there until I have checked off your name, making sure everybody is safely out of the building.  DO NOT go running off. When all students are accounted for, you will be dismissed. 

If there is an EARTHQUAKE, shelter under your lab benches as well as you can. After the shaking has stopped, go to the Emergency Assembly Area in parking lot #2, and wait until you are dismissed. In case of bomb threats, or hazardous material spill in the area, follow the directions for the fire evacuation. 

For any minor injuries, walk the person to the health center up the hill. You might want to call 2222 to let them know you’re on the way, and ask for advice. 

For chemical splashes, especially the eyes, rinse the area for fifteen minutes with water, then assist the person to the health center.

For major situations, when you know right off an ambulance will be needed, call  9-9-1-1 from any office phone here in the Department, or  9-1-1 from a cell phone.  Of course, you will have notified the instructor first, even if I'm unconscious….  

If there is a disturbance requiring the police, the on campus police can be reached at 2092 from my office, or 741-2092 from a cell phone.  The Saratoga police are reached by 9-911 from my office, or 9-1-1 from a cell phone.

Other good things to know: What if you just feel crummy, depressed, overworked, underappreciated, or just plain STRESSED?  408-741-2027 is a good number to remember anytime you feel that your happiness or serenity could be enhanced by a good discussion with someone who is there to help you!

