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Papers “The Effects of Immigration on Native Educational Outcomes.”
Despite popular concerns that immigrants are harming the quality of education for native-born 
students, surprisingly little research has been conducted to determine if this is actually the case.  I 
use a reform in U.S. immigration policy as a natural experiment to estimate the effects of 
immigration on the educational outcomes of native-born pupils in Texas.  The reform caused a 
large decrease in immigration in schools along the Texas-Mexico border relative to non-border 
schools.  OLS estimates suggest a negative association between percentage immigrant and native 
pupil outcomes within schools.  However, these estimates are potentially biased downwards by 
omitted variables and endogeneity.  Using the reform in immigration policy as an exogenous 
source of variation in immigration, instrumental variable and differences-in-differences estimates 
suggest that immigrants have a small positive effect on the test outcomes of native Hispanics and 
no significant effect on native White students.  I test these results for alternative explanations such 
as mean reversion and I provide evidence that resources provided for immigrants help native 
Hispanic students.

“Grouped-data Instrumental Variables Estimation of the Labor Supply Elasticity.”
Past estimates of the labor supply elasticity suffer from problems of measurement error and the 
failure of tests of overidentifying restrictions.  I use Angrist’s method of efficient Wald estimation, 
where categorical variables serving to group the data can be used as instrumental variables, to 
overcome these problems.  After applying this technique, my estimates of the labor supply 
elasticity range from 0.133 to 0.276.  

“Estimating Education Production Functions with State SAT Scores.”
I analyze a large panel data set of state average SAT scores to determine the effect of education 
policies on student achievement.  I examine methods of correcting for selection bias.
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